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experienced in Indian Army matters, and was famous among
the Sepoys. He kept his troops steady for several weeks after
the trouble began, but on the 4th of June, as related, they
mutinied and marched to Delhi. Then later they returned
to attack him and his odd military details.

Sir Hugh was hampered with the families of engineers
and the European and Eurasian communities. He selected as
a place of refuge and concentration for them two big hospital
barracks near his own house, because hospitals have many
outhouses suited for such a purpose. He wanted to be near
the road from Calcutta and the steamer ghats which would
be available as soon as the rainy season commenced. His
own judgment and the advice of his friend the Nana (with
whom Lady Wheeler, a high-caste Indian lady, was perhaps
connected) told him that the troops would march off for
Delhi (which they did).

He considered that an entrenchment round the hospital
barracks would give him a suitable rallying-point against
rabble forces, till he was reinforced and his non-combatants
removed. But alas, the rebel troops and the Nana returned.
His plans for blowing up his arsenal miscarried; the gun and
the ammunition fell into the rebel hands, and Sir Hugh, now
fairly broken down with age, heat and anxiety, found himself
heavily bombarded and beleaguered in his crazy entrench-
ment. For twenty days his 210 British soldiers, his 40
volunteers and Eurasian drummers, with his huge burden
of non-combatants, held out with supreme gallantry and
consummate patience and endurance.

At last the Nana offered terms. Sir Hugh reluctantly,
on the advice of his younger and more daring officers, who
knew that they could do no more, accepted.

Boats for their withdrawal were arranged, and were in-
spected and taken over by a committee of officers. On the
early morning of the 28th June the miserable, worn, dejected
cavalcade left the entrenchments, helped by conveyances
provided by the Nana, and by the Sepoys who could not
withhold their admiration of the defenders.